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THE CONSTRUCTION SECTOR 

Buildings represent more than the 50 % of the national capital investment in the 

world. The sector employs more than 111 million of employees. This accounts for 

almost the 7 % of the total employment, and 28 % of the global industrial 

employment,  

Given that every job in the buildings sector generates 2 new jobs in the global 

economy, it can be said that the construction sector is in a direct or indirect way 

linked to almost 20 % of the global employment. 

Almost 74% of the employees in the buildingôs sector are in the low-income 

countries. 

In the developing countries it is produced only the 23% of the global construction 

output, it is evident that the construction sector presents a much higher 

"employment intensity" in these countries, and therefore, the sector may play an 

important role in human development and improving the quality of life for the 

poor.  
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RAPID PENETRATION OF A/C  
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INCREASE OF PEAK ELECTRICITY LOAD  

Blackouts and power shortages where AC use was an 

aggravating factor

Brazil 2001

California 2000 to 2001

Italy summer 2003

France summer 2003 and Tokyo both near misses

US/Canada East Coast 2003

Arizona 2004

Moscow summer 2005 

India/China/Vietnam regularly
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Ƀ Monthly Peak Electricity Load
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VERY HIGH INCREASE OF PEAK ELECTRICITY DEMAND
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10,2 cents / kWh

3,9 cents / kWh

2.6 cents / kWh

Cost of Peak Electricity

Cost of Regular Electricity

Cost of Energy Conservation

ENERGY POLICY      
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ENERGY CONSUMPTION AND INCOME  

Income Class 
Percentage of 
Households 
living in Insulated 
Dwellings 

Percentage of 
Households 
living in 
dwellings with 
double 
glazings 
  

 Percentage of 
Households 
living in insulated 
dwellings with 
double glazing 

A : < 9000 Euros / y 28,0 24,0 8,0 

B : 9000-13000 Euros / y 39,0 33,0 23,2 

C : 13000 ï 24000 Euros / y 43,0 41,0 27,3 

D : 24000 ï36000 Euros / y 54,0 50,0 37,6 

E : 36000 ï 63000 Euros / y 68,0 62,0 51,3 

F : 63000 ï 100000 Euros / y 73,0 65,0 63,2 

G : > 100000 Euros / y 70,0 67,0 60,0 
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9

Low Income people pays 127 % more per person and m2  than the high income people 



ENERGY CONSUMPTION AND INCOME  
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The use of air conditioning increases 

considerably the annual 

electricity expenses especially 

in the low income groups. As a 

mean value, the use of air 

conditioning increases the 

annual expenses to about 100 

Euros per household, or 0,6 

Euros/m2, or 12.5 Euros per 

person. The increase is much 

higher for the low income 

groups, where the relative 

increase of the cost because of 

the air conditioning use is close 

to 195 Euros/household, or 1.2 

Euros/m2, or 87 Euros/person.
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